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Welcome to our autumn term 1 information letter. In this letter we hope to inform you about what your child will be covering this term and some ideas as to how you can help your child at home. 
Our topic this half term is ‘Me and my friends’ and the big question will be, ‘Who am I?’ In autumn 2 our topic will be ‘Houses and Homes’ and our big question will be … ‘What makes a home?’
Literacy

· Non-fiction and fiction books – what is the difference?
· Pattern and Rhyme – the leaders of the day with choose a ‘poem of the day’.
· Making list, writing labels and captions.
· Writing in sentences and checking their own writing
· Using their phonics knowledge to spell independently 

· Fiction – You be you, Part of the party, We are all different and Peepo.
· Understanding what they have read.

· Non-fiction – Recount written as the first person. 

· Poetry – vocabulary build up and rhyming couplets.

At home you could:
· Look together at story and  non fiction books 
· Continue to practice sounds and phonic blends
· Practice letter formation and writing in sentences.
· Reading Strategies: to use some expression when reading, ask questions about what they have been reading.
· Punctuation and spelling – singular, plural, noun,

· Sentence structure - Lists and simple sentences.
· Word structure - Regular plural/ noun suffixes s/es

Phonics - ay, ai, a-e, ee, ea, e-e, igh, ie, i-e, ow, oa, o-e, oe, oo (moon), OO (look) ew, u-e
Tricky words - He, she, we, me, be, you, are, her, was, all, they, my, said, have, like, so, do, some, come, little,, one, were, there, what, when
Mathematics
· To recite read and write numbers to 100 and beyond

· To have quick recall of bonds to ten i.e. 2 and 8 makes 10, 3 and 7 makes ten etc. 
· To understand simple addition and subtraction sums

· To count in tens twos and fives. 

· Tell the time to the nearest half hour.

· Solving simple addition and subtraction problems using money
At home you could 

· Play board games 

· Solve problems – What shape is this package? If I have 17 sweets how many more do I need to make 22? 
· Play shops -  giving change
Science

· Know that humans are animals.

· Name basic bodily features and the senses associated with them.

· Scientific investigations using the five senses.

· Seasonal change.

· Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials
Geography

· Talk about how our school environment has changed.
· Create a map of the new school building and discuss it using geographical terms.
· Offer opinions about how we can develop our school environment.
· Addresses, where do we all live?

· How different countries celebrate Christmas.
History 

· Own history – how I have changed?
· Compare old photographs of Barrington school to the new school building.

· How have houses changed? Study the houses illustrated in the ‘Peepo’ books.

RE
· Why is the word ‘God’ so important to Christians?
· Creation
· My emotions.
Art

· Self-portraits using pen, pencil, water colours and pastel.

· Look at portraits by the artists Giuseppe Arcimboldo and Frida Kahlo.
· Each house will make a clay representation of their fossil.

· Use various tools and materials to create drawings and models of where we live.

Music 
· Exploring rhythm and percussion 

· Listen and respond to a range of music, what do you like to listen to, what do your friends like to listen to? 

· Recap names of instruments

· Keeping the beat to a song. 

· Follow the teacher’s instructions picking up and playing instruments. Loud and quiet, long and short sounds.
· Nativity songs.

PE
· Catching and throwing a ball

· Team games

· Parachute games

· Athletics skills

Design Technology

· Developing cutting and refining skills.

· Investigate making flap books.

· Develop paper technology techniques using various joining methods and shaping paper in different ways e.g. concertina, roll, link and fringing.

· Moving pictures - Levers and sliders -

Computing

· To consider what computers look like and where they can be used.
· Algorithms including directional algorithms and using bee bots.

Personal Social and Emotional Development

· Belonging and beginnings – how we are similar and different to other people in my class.
· How our own actions can alter how people feel.
· My emotions.
Please check to make sure that all belongings are named.
Clair Hayes
