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17th January 2020
Orange Class Curriculum – Spring 2020
Dear Parents,

Happy New Year and welcome back. We would like to say a big ‘thankyou’ for all the super Christmas gifts – It has definitely helped us to relax and enjoy the festive holidays. Hopefully you have all had a lovely holiday and are refreshed ready for the busy spring term ahead. We have started with a RAAAAAH! Enjoying Harry and his bucketful of dinosaur stories.
Class routines and changes:

Mrs Beswick will continue to teach Tuesday – Friday. Mrs Sterecki will continue to teach Mondays. 
Topic: This term’s topic is “Who am I?” We will be finding out about dinosaurs in English and Science, but also weaving it through the foundation topics too so get ready for some excited children with lots of interesting facts and hopefully some questions too! We have already been learning lots of different dinosaur names and the ways these are pronounced. Some are very tricky indeed! Later after half term we will also be looking at Kings and Queens of England.
Every day routines:

There will be a before school activity for the children to do before the register at their tables to enable a prompt start to learning by 9am. Please ensure your child is in the class by 8.55am with their reading book and reading log every day. If you need your book changed, please put it in the box by the bookcase. Do not change it yourselves. 
We are trying to encourage your child to be responsible for their belongings, and it would really help us if your child says goodbye at the door. If you need to talk to us about who is picking up or have a quick question, please talk to us then, but if there is a bigger conversation to be had without interruption, please ask to speak to us after school or before 8.45am, or email us.
Curriculum

English: This term we will be teaching the class with cross curricular links as much as possible but our English text types to cover are: Stories with familiar settings through Harry and his bucketful of dinosaurs, non-chronological reports through non-fiction explanation texts, stories with fantasy settings and poems to learn by heart.
Spellings: Your child will be taught a range of spelling rules and will be expected to apply these to their independent writing. This term the Y2s will continue to be tested during their Friday phonics’ lesson which will link with the spelling rules taught. The Y1s will continue to practice their phonics as a cohort with Red class. 
Reading remains vitally important and thank you to those of you who consistently support your child’s reading at home, it really does support their learning. Reading is much more than reading words on a page; comprehension is vitally important, as well as being able to summarise and talk about aspects of the plot or characters as well as links to other stories or real life. Please hear your child read aloud often, and support them to record their reviews or opinions every day if possible. Encourage your child to record the books they have read and make a valuable comment about an aspect of the plot, or deduction of a character’s viewpoint or reaction, or an opinion about a particular event. Reading books and Reading Logs should be taken home and brought back to school every day. – The Log is going to be used during Guided reading sessions so there may be more focussed tasks and prompts stuck in your child’s Reading Journal related to what we are doing in group-work.

We are keen to increase the amount of reading in the school day, so if you feel that you could spare an hour a week, please pop in and speak to one of us. Thank you to those of you that have volunteered already. 

Maths: We will continue to develop the children’s mathematical skills across the curriculum. Y2 children will be practicing their maths skills and knowledge in readiness for their SATs. We will be following Year 1 and 2 objectives (as appropriate) of the new Primary Framework for Maths 2014. This gives greater emphasis on strategies for problem solving and comprises of nine strands: 

· Number and place value

· Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division

· Number - fractions

· Geometry – properties of shapes

· Geometry – position and direction

· Measurement  

http://www.over.cambs.sch.uk/website/calculation_methods  

Mental arithmetic and mental maths skills will be taught daily as part of our CLIC Big Maths. 
Foundation Topics: In RE we will be learning about Holy Trinity and Sikhism: How do the stories from the gurus and the concept of seva affect Sikh children?
What difference does belonging to a faith make to a family? In Science we will be learning about dinosaur classification (Sorting and classifying dinosaurs by their teeth, bones, footprints, defences), and Animals including humans (noticing that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults; finding out about and describing the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival  including water, food and air). In History we will be looking at Kings and Queens of England and the world at different stages of development (Triassic/ Jurassic/ Cretaceous). In Geography we will look at the use of aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key. For the Computing curriculum, we will continue to focus on keeping safe (World safer internet day) while using the internet and how to store and retrieve documents as well as navigating round ipads and chrome books. Also, to understand what algorithms are; how they are implemented as programs on digital devices; and that programs execute by following precise and unambiguous instructions.
PE: Days of PE will change, so please ensure your child has all they need for PE each week, especially if they do sports clubs in the week. We will update you once days have been finalised. We have a no tape policy for earrings. They need to be removed please.

Please ensure that your child has a named PE kit in school including tracksuit bottoms, top and a change of footwear for PE as well as indoor shorts and T-shirt. Occasionally, due to weather or restrictions on use of the hall we have to change days so your child’s PE kit needs to be in school at all times, especially if your child takes kit home following after school clubs.
Homework: We are using StudyLadder.co.uk and your child should have a username and password. They will have 3 tasks (choose any 3 from the list available) to complete each week online and they will have some written homework related to the work they have done in Maths or English throughout the week to be completed in their homework book. There will not be a topic homework menu as we hope to be more creative in our curriculum time. 

As we live in a digital age, here are some useful websites for your child find out about our topics. Please monitor your child’s activity on the internet and be vigilant to ensure your child uses their knowledge of e-safety to stay safe. Thinkuknow website teaches more about internet safety. 

More information can be found on our school website, and we hope to share work from our class there too. 

Thank you again for your support and we hope your child and you enjoy this term’s learning and activities.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Beswick, Mrs Sterecki and Miss McCabe
YBeswick@barrington.cambs.sch.uk, ASterecki@barrington.cambs.sch.uk
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