Early Years Foundation Stage
Spring 1 2024
       
Welcome to our half termly information letter. In this letter we hope to inform you about topics your child will be covering this term and some ideas as to how you can help your child at home. Our main topic this term is ‘Hot planet, cold planet.’
Literacy

Comprehension –Our key texts this term will be…
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We will use these texts and re-read nursery rhymes to build up confidence in word reading, fluency and understanding and enjoyment.

Vocabulary development – we will be widening the children’s vocabulary in relation to our topic.
Word reading and writing 
All of the children are now writing. We will be continuing to develop their ability to write tricky words and use their phonetic knowledge when writing simple words and sentences. We write every day during phonics sessions, tricky word practise and in our play provision and in the daily challenges which are linked to our topic. 

This term we will be consolidating our application of the phonemes a-z, ll, ss, zz, ff,ck, 

Our new phonemes will be j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, sh, ch, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa

This term we will be consolidating reading, he, we, be, me, was, her, my, by, you are, all, pull, full, they, of

Oracy – we will be learning to take turns in a conversation and ask and answer questions in detail.
Mathematics 
Number and numerical pattern
We will be continuing to focus on numbers in depth and look at how the numbers 2-10 are composed and how they compare to each other. We will be developing the children’s ability to use the correct vocabulary when explaining their mathematical understanding, in particular using the words, equal, unequal, more than, less and greater than.
We will be introducing the children to the ‘not principle’. This will enable the children to know how to work out if there are 10 altogether and 4 teddies are in the bag 6 are not. 

Mass – comparison and ordering things according to how much they weigh.

Capacity – working out how many smaller units are needed to fill or half fill a larger container.

Length – longer and shorter and measuring length.

Understanding of the world
The Natural World
· To know how winter changes our environment and what we do.
· To make observations about freezing and melting.

· To know that some animals hibernate in winter and what this means.

· To know that some animal live in Polar Regions. 

· To know that some animals can only live in hot parts of the world. 

· To know that our food is grown and from different parts of the world.
People and Communities  
· Respecting other peoples festivals – Chinese New Year. How is it similar and different to celebrations we might follow with our families.
· To know that people like in different parts of the world and they may look different to where I live.
RE 

· Salvation means ‘being rescued’ or ‘offering help’. 

· What are the attributes physically and personality of a superhero? Who are you a superhero for?
· Why and how people ask for help, including asking God 

· We are not perfect sometimes we need help/saving if we are doing something wrong. Who can you help?

· Jesus’ teaching about helping others in the Bible Narrative  - The idea of asking God’s help in the Church Community 

· Candles are often lit at a time of reflection.

· Ways in which Christians choose to help others as part of Christian living 

· Lent

· A sikh story – Har Gobind and the 52 Princes.
Past and Present 
· How are the seasons changing? 
· Making observations about the natural world and how this affects us. 

Expressive Arts and Design
Creating with materials 
· Paint - Mixing shades of blue paint and patterning. Using white crayon and blue paint as wax resist to recreate illustrations from ‘Here comes Jack Frost.’ Paint penguins to illustrate story writing. Create a grey colourwash sky and pastel a winter tree.

· Pencil – patterning, showing fur on animals, looking at shape and detail when drawing animals.

· Pastel – Mixed media paint and pastel patterning. Pastel snowflakes. How to use oil pastels to draw the fur of a polar bear.

· Scissors – develop accuracy of straight line and curved line cutting. Use snipping to create a ‘fuzzy’ edge of animals fur.

· Construction – Creating homes for animals, decorating with loose parts and labelling the ‘rooms’ in the home. 

Performing
· Retelling poems and rhymes.
· Creating a class piece of music to help accompany the ‘Here comes Jack Frost story.’ Use symbols to identify when to play and for how long. Children to then compose and play their own music.
· Retelling core text stories using props and pictures.
Personal, social and emotional development and British Values
· Belonging- safety circle, what to do with a worry, listening with heart, different types of compliments, 
· Feelings – comfortable and uncomfortable feelings, happy and sad feelings, anger,, recognising different feelings, what to do with big feelings, feeling shy or lonely.
Physical development
Gross motor skills - Mr Herd our PE specialist teacher will cover 
· Gymnastics – movement, balance, agility and coordination.

· Games – Ball skills
Fine motor skills – We shall be developing your child’s fine motor skills through a variety of activities. We will be developing their ability to use pencils, paintbrushes, scissors and cutlery.
Could you please check to see that your child’s clothing are all labelled. As part of our cross curricular work we will be going to the woods behind school. Please let me know if you would like to join us. Please ensure that your child has a warm coat and suitable footwear in school for these visits. Please help your child to be independent when fastening their coat.
Finally if you have any worries or concerns please feel free to see me before or after school. If this is difficult for you please phone, if I am unavailable, leave a message and I will contact you.
Clair Hayes
Red class teacher

