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Welcome to our termly information letter. In this letter we hope to inform you about topics your child will be covering this term and some ideas as to how you can help your child at home. Our main topic this term is ‘Kings and Queens@ and our big question will be…’Are Kings and Queens just like me?’ In spring 2 our topic will be ‘All about Barrington’ and our big question will be “Did Barrington always look like this?”

Communication, language and literacy

· Narrative –Traditional tales A recipe for a story
· Pattern and Rhyme/poetry –Poems about Kings and Queens and Knights.
· Oracy – we will be giving reasons for our answers.
· Vocabulary development – we will be widening the children’s vocabulary in relation to our topic.
Phonics, reading and writing
We will be working through our phonics scheme, ‘Song of Sounds’ and teaching them the rhymes and songs associated with individual phonemes and digraphs. We will be learning to read and write and recognise phonemes, blend them together when reading and segment words into individual phonemes when we are writing.
This term we will be focusing on: 
sh, ch, th, ng, ay, ee, igh, ow, oo OO ar or, er  ou oy air, CVCC (eg hump), CCVC (eg stop) words, CCVCC (eg stomp), CCCVC (eg strip), CCCVCC (eg spript) words and alphabetical order.

At home you can help by:
· Reading fictional stories and stories with patterns and rhymes in them. 

· Finding information in simple non-fiction books.

· Practicing all letter sounds and letter names.

· Reading Strategies: to use picture clues, sounding a word out or reading the whole sentence for context clues.
Number and space, shape and measure
We will be focusing upon:

· one more and less than a number.
· Recognising and representing teen numbers.

· Addition and subtraction problems.

· Fact families for numbers to 10. Eg know all of the addition facts for a particular number. ( 3+1= 4 2+2=4 1+3=4 4+0=4 0+4=4) 
· Make amounts using 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p coins.
· Order length using non-standard measures

· Order weight using non-standard measures.

· Days of the week

· Months of the year.

· Telling the time - o’ clock.

Knowledge and understanding of the world
The World
· To learn about the Queen and the royal family.

· To know which country we live in and some of the traditions and customs people  in the UK follow.

People
· To learn about how people celebrate Chinese New Year.
· Similarities and differences between preparing for Christmas and Chinese New Year.
· To learn about how people have different jobs. This will take place in careers week when various professions come into school to give talks to the children about what their job entails.
Technology

· To use tools and materials to make a model. 

· Beebots – learn how to program the robots.
· Creating pictures and text using a program and printing.
· Use the I pads to play phonic and maths games.
RE 
· The parables of Jesus.
· Chinese New Year – How people prepare for it and how it is celebrated.
Creative development
Art 
· Pencil, paint and pastel – learn techniques for using correctly and explore colour and pattern when creating pictures for their traditional tales story illustrations.
· Clay – The children will make a bowl.
· We will look at how different illustrators represent castles and fairy tale woodlands in books.
· Use water colours to recreate illustrations for out stories.
Music 

· Following picture notation.
· Volume when playing instruments.

· Simple compositions.
Personal, social and emotional development

How do I know if something is safe or unsafe?

• Do I understand simple safety rules for when I am at home, at school and when I am out and about?

• Can I say ‘No!’ if I feel unsure about something and it does not feel safe or good?

• Can I ask for help and tell people who care for me if I am worried or upset?

• Who are the people who help to keep me safe?

• What goes on to and into my body and who puts it there?

• Why do people use medicines?

• What are the safety rules relating to medicines and who helps me with these?
Physical development
Mr Herd our PE specialist teacher he will cover 
· Gymnastics – movement, balance, agility and coordination.

· Games – Ball skills

· Dance

Could you please check to see that your child’s clothing are all labelled. As part of our cross curricular work we will be going to the woods behind school. We will be going regularly on Thursday mornings, if you are free please let me. Please ensure that your child has a warm coat and suitable footwear in school for these visits. 

Finally if you have any worries or concerns please feel free to see me before or after school. If this is difficult for you please phone, if I am unavailable, leave a message and I will contact you back.
If you are free to come a hear children read I would love to hear from you.
Clair Hayes
