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Welcome to our termly information letter. In this letter we hope to inform you about topics your child will be covering this term and some ideas as to how you can help your child at home. Our main topic this term is ‘Me and my friends’ and our big question will be…’Who am I?’ In autumn 2 our topic will be ‘Houses and Homes’ and our big question will be … ‘What makes a home?’ 

Communication, language and literacy

· Narrative –You be you, Part of the party, We are all different and Peepo.
· Pattern and Rhyme/poetry –The leaders of the day will choose a ‘poem of the day.’
· Oracy – we will be learning to take turns in a conversation and ask and answer questions.
· Vocabulary development – we will be widening the children’s vocabulary in relation to our topic.
Phonics, reading and writing
We will be introducing the children to our phonics scheme, ‘Song of Sounds’ and teaching them the rhymes and songs associated with the letters of the alphabet. We will be learning to read and write and recognise individual phonemes, blend them together when reading and segment words into individual phonemes when we are writing.
This term we will be focusing on: 
s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, c, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll
At home you can help by:
· Reading fictional stories and stories with patterns and rhymes in them. 

· Finding information in simple non-fiction books.

· Practicing all letter sounds and letter names.

· Reading Strategies: to use picture clues, sounding a word out or reading the whole sentence for context clues.
Number and space, shape and measure
We will be focusing on a number each week, starting with 1. Your child may be able to recognise higher numbers. However, we will be digging deeper into their understanding of lower numbers first. For example, when we look at number three we would like the children to be able to do the following things:
· Make an accurate set of 3 items using various objects.

· Write the number 3.
· Know that if I have 3 items, I also have 1 and 2 in that set.

· Know where to find it on a number line and which number comes before and after.

· Be able to use 3 objects and work practically to find out that 3 is made up of 1,1 and 1 more, 2 and 1 more and 1 and 2 more. 

· Know that a shape with 3 side is a triangle.

· Know what 3 o clock looks like.

· Make 3p using 1p and 2p coins.

In maths we will be ordering items in terms of size, and length.
An important indicator of children’s future development in mathematical understanding is their ability to recognise patterns. Therefore we will be doing a lot of pattern making starting off simple using two colours, e.g., red, blue, red, blue etc. Then we will progress onto red, red, blue, red, red, blue and then using three colours. 

Knowledge and understanding of the world
The World
· To learn what is in our school environment and know where to find what or who they want.
· Join in with forest schools and start to learn about the natural environment.

· Learn about where we live and know our address.

· Learn about different materials.

People
· Similarities and differences between themselves and their friends.
· Know that all families are different.

· Know who is there to help them in and out of school.

· Make new friends.

Technology

· To use tools and materials to make a model. 

· Beebots – learn how to program the robots.
· Creating pictures and text using a program and printing.

RE 
· To know why is the word ‘God’ so important to Christians?

· Visit the church and meet Reverend Felicity.
· Know that the church is Gods house.
· Celebrations and Special Times: What happens at a festival (Divali & Christmas)

Creative development
Art 
· Pencil, paint and pastel – learn techniques for using correctly and explore colour and pattern when creating pictures of themselves, animals and different fruits and vegetables.
· Clay – Each house group will make a clay fossil which represents their house. 

· We will study the work of Giuseppe Arcimboldo.

· Use various tools and materials to create drawings and models of where we live.

Music 

· Songs about harvest and ourselves.
· Recognising quiet and loud and long and short notes.

· Playing to a steady beat.

· Listening and responding to music of different styles

· Noticing moods and features in music.

· Nativity performance songs.

Personal, social and emotional development

· Beginnings and belonging – we will be looking at how we are all the same and different and how our actions can make the classroom a happy place.
· My emotions.
Physical development
Mr Herd our PE specialist teacher he will cover 
· Gymnastics – movement, balance, agility and coordination.

· Games – Ball skills

· Dance

Could you please check to see that your child’s clothing are all labelled. As part of our cross curricular work we will be going to the woods behind school. We will be going regularly on Thursday mornings, if you are free please let me. Please ensure that your child has a warm coat and suitable footwear in school for these visits. 

Finally if you have any worries or concerns please feel free to see me before or after school. If this is difficult for you please phone, if I am unavailable, leave a message and I will contact you back.
If you are free to come a hear children read I would love to hear from you.
Clair Hayes
