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Summer 2021
    
Welcome to our half termly information letter. In this letter we hope to inform you about topics your child will be covering this term and some ideas as to how you can help your child at home. Our main topic this term is ‘Growing’ It will be about the chick, frog and butterfly lifecycles and what do plants need to grow?

Communication, language and literacy

· Narrative –Our key texts this term will be, Supertato, The Secret Garden, The Great Explorer, The Lonely Beast, The Golden Wonder Flower, What the Ladybird Heard.
· Pattern and Rhyme/poetry –We will be recording ourselves reciting poems and we will be writing poems about the chicks hatching and gardens.
· Oracy – we will be learning to take turns in a conversation and ask and answer questions.
· Vocabulary development – we will be widening the children’s vocabulary in relation to our topic.
Phonics, reading and writing
We will be introducing the children to our phonics scheme, ‘Song of Sounds’ and teaching them the rhymes and songs associated with the letters of the alphabet. We will be learning to read and write and recognise individual phonemes, blend them together when reading and segment words into individual phonemes when we are writing.
This term we will be focusing on: reading and writing longer words with digraphs, syllables, revision of phonemes already covered and upper and lower case letters.
Tricky words – look at the tricky words in your child’s tricky word and phoneme record to see which ones they need to practise reading and writing.

At home you can help by:
· Reading fictional stories and stories with patterns and rhymes in them. 

· Finding information in simple non-fiction books.

· Practicing all letter sounds and letter names.

· Reading Strategies: to use picture clues, sounding a word out or reading the whole sentence for context clues.
Number and space, shape and measure
We will be focusing on:
· Simple addition and subtraction.

· Subitizing – Knowing how many are in a set without counting eg seeing five spots on a dice and recognising the pattern and knowing that its five.
· Using stories to tell mathematical problems.

· First then now problems.

· Composition – A number is made up of smaller numbers.

· Spatial awareness - Sorting and matching – How do you think I have sorted these objects?

· Sorting and matching – find/make a shape which is the same as mine. Different to mine.
Knowledge and understanding of the world
The World
· To learn about the lifecycles of chicks, frogs, butterflies and humans.
· To learn about different types of mini beasts and their similarities and differences.

· To learn about planting and what plants need to live and grow.

· To know the names of different plants and the different parts of plants.

· Creating maps of imaginary gardens.

People
· To know the lifecycle of humans.
· To listen to stories about Darwin and learn about being an explorer.

Technology

· To use tools and materials to make flags for plant pots, flaps for pictues.
· Beebots – learn how to program the robots.
· Creating pictures and text using a program and printing.
· Recognise technology in the environment.
RE 
· To learn about the messages Jesus told us.
Creative development
Art 
· Pencil, paint and pastel – learn techniques for using correctly and explore colour and pattern when creating pictures of different types of plants and animals.
· Clay – flowers, rolling and mark making with tools. 

· Printing – using vegetables.
· Use various tools and materials to create drawings and models.
· To look at Paul Klee paintings and recreate our own versions.

Music 

· Composition – using the percussion to create our own music.
· Record our own music pictorially.

Personal, social and emotional development

· Knowing the names for body parts. Keeping my body safe.
· Diversity – Me and my world.

Physical development
Mr Herd our PE specialist teacher he will cover PE. This term he is concentrating on team games.
We currently have PE on Thursday and Friday. If your child wears earrings could you please keep them out for PE. We can no longer cover them in tape and the advice is that they should be removed for PE.
Could you please check to see that your child’s clothing are all labelled. 
Finally if you have any worries or concerns please feel free to see me before or after school. If this is difficult for you please phone, if I am unavailable, leave a message and I will contact you.
Clair Hayes
Red class teacher
