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9th September 2020
Yellow Class Curriculum – Autumn 2021
Dear Parents,

Welcome back to a wonderful and exciting new year ahead. It has been lovely to welcome you all back into school into our new classroom and learning environment. We are very excited about how we will continue to develop your child's learning through an evolving outdoor learning environment for KS1 now that the metal sheds have been removed. It certainly makes the outdoor space feel so much bigger and we will be developing this space so that all three KS1 classes can access the outdoor provision whilst developing a greater curiosity and imagination together with an increased desire to learn effectively through stimulating environments that foster child-led, child-initiated plus adult-initiated learning opportunities. Here are some details for you about Yellow class this term. There will also be information on the Yellow class page of the school website.
I will be inviting all parents to a “meet the teacher” zoom session on Wednesday 22nd September after school at 4pm. I understand that some of you may not be able to join, or not feel you need to join, but we felt it was important to give all parents an opportunity to ask any questions that may not have been answered already. An invite will come out at the start of that week.

Class information and routines:

The children have pegs outside the classroom and they now use the toilets directly opposite the classroom. If you need to talk to me about anything, I will still be at the door welcoming your child so please talk to me then. However, if there is a bigger conversation needed, please ask to speak to me after school or before 8.45am, or email me.
Topic: This term’s topic is “You are a star!” celebrating the many famous people who have explored our world, especially the Antarctic and space. This will allow us an opportunity to use many different fiction and non-fiction texts and teach in a more cross-curricular way.

Curriculum

English text types we will cover are: 
Stories with recurring language;, Poems to read aloud, perform and write their own. Non-fiction; labels, explanations, captions, lists and reports.
Reading remains vitally important and thank you to those of you who consistently support your child’s reading at home; it really does support their learning. Reading is much more than reading words on a page; comprehension is essential, as well as being able to summarise and talk about aspects of the plot or characters together with links to other stories or real life. Please hear your child read aloud often, and support them to record their reviews or opinions every day if possible. Encourage your child to record the books they have read and make a valuable comment about an aspect of the plot, or deduction of a character’s viewpoint or reaction, or an opinion about a particular event. Reading logs and the Phoneme booklets will hopefully, be given out next week and should be taken home and brought back to school every day.
Maths: We will continue to develop the children’s mathematical skills across the curriculum. We will be following Year 2 objectives of the new Primary Framework for Maths 2014. This gives greater emphasis on strategies for problem solving and comprises of nine strands: 

· Number and place value

· Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division

· Number - fractions

· Geometry – properties of shapes

· Geometry – position and direction

· Measurement  

http://www.over.cambs.sch.uk/website/calculation_methods  

Foundation Topics: In RE, we will be learning about the Creation of the world, Harvest Festival & Celebrations: Why is Christmas important to Christians? In Science, we will be learning about living things, habitats and materials. In History/Geography we will be looking at events beyond living memory that are significant nationally, locations of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles. Also, Black History Month (October), 
Computing curriculum; we will continue to focus on E-safety – to communicate safely, identify where you can go for help, and recognise common uses of information technology beyond school. As we live in a digital age, here are some useful websites for your child find out about our topics. 
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/explorers/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/explorers/
https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-famous-explorers/
http://primaryfacts.com/3229/captain-scott-facts-and-information/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zns9nrd/articles/znsct39
Please monitor your child’s activity on the internet and be vigilant to ensure your child uses their knowledge of e-safety to stay safe. https://esafetytraining.org/resources/childrens-area/5-7-year-olds/ website also has links to other sites that teaches more about on-line safety. 
PE: Mr Herd will teach PE on a Thursday afternoon. We have a ‘no tape’ policy for earrings so can you ensure they are removed please. Also, make sure that your child has a named PE kit in school including tracksuit bottoms, top and a change of footwear for PE as well as indoor shorts and T-shirt. Occasionally, due to weather or restrictions on use of the hall we have to change days so your child’s PE kit needs to be in school at all times, especially if your child takes kit home following out of school clubs.
More information can be found on our school website, and we hope to share work from our class there too. 

Thank you again for your support and we look forward to working closely and co-operatively with yourselves to maximise your child’s school experience.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Beswick & Miss McCabe 
YBeswick@barrington.cambs.sch.uk
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